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ACTS 22:1-21

YOUR POWERFUL STORY

I.	 Every powerful story has a _________ .
	 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated at the feet of Gamaliel
	 according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God as all of you are this day.”  v. 3

II.	 Every powerful story has a __________ .
	 “As I was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a great light from heaven suddenly shone around me.
	 And I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’
	 And I answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And he said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.’”  vv. 6-8

III.	Every powerful story has __________________________ .
	 “And he said to me, ‘Go, for I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’”  v. 21

And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God
and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down,
who accuses them day and night before our God. And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb
and by the WORD OF THEIR TESTIMONY, for they loved not their lives even unto death.”  REVELATION 12:10-11

You have a
POWERFUL

STORY.

Allow ___________ to free you from your past.

Always highlight ___________ as the hero of your story.

Align the rest of your story with ___________ to see His power.



SERMON BLANKS:  past, turn, implications, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus

TELLING MY STORY
Dr. Doug Cecil

PART A: Identifying the themes in my life

BEFORE JESUS	 AFER JESUS
c Worry/anxiety	 c Inner peace
c Guilt/shame	 c Forgiveness
c Anger	 c Patience and love
c Empty/lack of purpose	 c Purpose in life
c Grief	 c Comfort and joy
c Stress/burnout	 c Power for living
c Low self-esteem	 c Significance to God
c Poor health	 c Strength to go on
c Disappointment	 c Trust in His plans
c Insecurity	 c Confidence and security
c Regrets	 c A second chance at life
c Discontent/always busy	 c Contentment and peace
c Fears	 c Faith to face my fears
c Loneliness	 c He’s always with me
c Addictions/habits	 c Power to change
c Self-centeredness	 c Love for other people
c Despair/depression	 c Hope
c Cheap thrills	 c Real, lasting happiness
c Boredom with my life	 c Adventure with God
c Fear of death	 c Assurance of Heaven
c Something is missing	 c Sense of fulfillment
c Bitterness/resentment	 c Freedom from my past
c Pain of rejection	 c God’s unconditional love
c Marriage problems	 c Changes in my marriage
c Financial problems	 c Changes in my finances
c Career/job problems	 c Changes in my career/job

The predominant theme in my life before Jesus was: __________________________________

PART B: Writing my testimony

1. What my life was like before I met Christ
What common circumstances would an unbeliever identify with? What were your 
attitudes that an unbeliever would identify with? What was most important to you? 
What substitute for God did you use to find meaning in your life (sports/fitness, success 
at work, marriage, sex, making money, drugs/alcohol, having fun, entertainment, 
popularity, hobbies)? Remember, focus on the root of the problem, not the fruit of the 
problem.

2. How I realized I needed Christ
What significant steps led to your decision to follow Christ? What needs, hurts or 
problems made you dissatisfied with the way you were living without God? How did 
God get your attention? What motivated you? What were you thinking? What were you 
feeling?

3. How I committed my life to Christ
How, specifically, did place your faith and trust in Jesus Christ? Where did it happen? 
What did you say in your prayer? Be specific. Share the gospel (sin, substitutionary 
atonement, faith)!

4. The difference Christ has made in my life
How has your decision to trust Christ been fruitful or beneficial? What problems have 
been resolved? How has Jesus helped you change for the better? How has it helped your 
relationship? Give a current example.


