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ACTS 13:13-52

the cost of victory

After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent a message to them, saying,
“Brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for the people, say it.” So Paul stood up ... vv. 15-16a

. The cost of victory was paved by a God. (w.13-25

... and motioning with his hand said, “Men of Israel and you who fear Goa, listen. The God of this people Israel
chose our fathers and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm
he led them out of it. And for about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness." vv. 16b-18

Il. The cost of victory was provided by a God. (w.26-4)

"Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you,
and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses." vv. 38-39

lll. The cost of victory is proclaimed by the of God. (. 4259

The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with

Jjealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by Paul, reviling him. And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, ‘It was necessary that
the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.
For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, ‘ have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.” vv. 44-47

Fear God to understand your need and accept His . (vv. 16, 26)

Continue in the grace of God to experience . (v.43)

Stand on His promises to be filled with . (V. 52)



SERMON DEVOTIONAL STUDY

“THE LORD JESUS CHRIST NAS
the most troubling preacher who

ever spoke. ... He Himself stated the
divisiveness of the gospel in Matthew
10:34-36: ‘Do not think that | came to
bring peace on the earth; | did not come
to bring peace, but a sword. For | came
to set a man against his father, and

a daughter against her mother, and a
daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law; and a man’s enemies will be the
members of his household.’ ... In Romans
1:16 Paul describes the gospel as ‘the
power of God for salvation.’ The Greek
word translated ‘power’ is dunamis,
from which our English word ‘dynamite’
derives. It refers to the positively
dramatic transformation of those who
believe. When the gospel is preached
with power and conviction, the results
can also be negatively explosive. For
the gospel first confronts sinners with
the law and judgment, then the grace

of God in Christ. Such a confrontation
and exposure of guilt, shame and doom,
along with the offer of salvation by grace,
demands a response; it often forces
people to rather passionate rejection.

It exposes them as the helpless sinners
they are and strips them of their self-
righteous pretenses and aspirations.
And that stripping often infuriates those
who reject the message. ... The gospel
does not gather everyone together, nor
is it a generally tolerable opinion that
nonbelievers can take or leave. Instead
it splits people, dividing the penitent
from the hardhearted, the saved from
the unsaved, the righteous from the
reprobate, those who love its truth from
those who reject it.”

JOHN MACARTHUR

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal His truth and wisdom as you go
through this lesson.

1. Read Acts 13:13-52. In the first part of his sermon, Paul
traces Israelite history. What episodes does he mention?
vv. 16-19
vv. 20-22
vv. 23-25
vv. 26-31

2. Next Paul explains the significance of these historical
events. What has God promised the Jews that He has now
fulfilled (see vv. 32-37)?

What will happen if the Jews believe what Paul claims
about Jesus (see vv. 38-39)?

3. Why did the Gentiles receive the gospel so much more
eagerly than the Jews did? Why do some who hear the gospel
find it so hard to accept that works can't justify a person?

4. How has this sermon encouraged you to accept the cost
that God's grace paid for your victory, and to experience
freedom instead of striving to be worthy?

5. How have you let your joy in Jesus' victory slip away
lately? What about that joy do you need to meditate on and
recapture today?

6. Does verse 47 express your own personal mission? If so,
what steps can you take to fulfill it better?

(s

(Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:27)

(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)

life I now have. Amen.”

eing a Christian isn't based on membership in a local church or keeping a set of rules. It involves a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ and an understanding of who He is and what He has done to provide man with
a way to experience God's love for us. Here's how to know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior:

1. Realize that you are sinful and separated from God. (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6)

2. Recognize that the penalty for your sin is death—eternal separation from God and all that is good.

3. Understand that Jesus Christ took the penalty for your sin by dying in your place and that He rose again.

4. Receive the free gift of salvation by trusting in Christ alone as your Savior. (Romans 4:4-5; Ephesians 2:8-9)
"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish, but have eternal life." (John 3:16 NASB) You can use this prayer to express your decision to God:

"Dear God, | know that | am a sinner. | believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for me and rose from the dead.
I trust in Him alone as the only way to get right with You. Thank You for the forgiveness of sins and the eternal

A WONDERFUL OFFER \

K For more about having a personal relationship with Jesus visit www.ccbcfamily.org/nextsteps. j
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