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acts 13:1-12

barriers to belief
I. Expect the barrier of no one being ________________ to share the gospel.
 Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers ... While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting,
 the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”
 Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.  vv. 1a, 2-3

II. Expect the barrier of false ________________ who steer people away from the gospel.
 When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they came upon a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus.
 He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God.
 But Elymas the magician (for that is the meaning of his name) opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith.  vv. 6-8

III. Expect the barrier of spiritual __________________ wherever the gospel is preached.
 But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy
 of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord?"  vv. 9-10

Praying for people to come to know ____________

Stepping into opportunities as you walk by the ___________

Pointing people to Jesus, who loves ________________

participateparticipatepa��icipa�e
in removing barriers by ...

god will honor

Expect the Lord can ________________ barriers so the gospel can be believed.
And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind and unable to see the sun for a time.”
Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking people to lead him by the hand.
Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had occurred, for he was astonished at the teaching of the Lord.  vv. 11-12



Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal His truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson. 
1. Read Acts 13:1-12. What does the Holy Spirit do in these verses? Why is it so crucial for us to 
recognize the Spirit's work?

2. Which of the barriers to the gospel shared in the 
sermon was the most surprising to you? Why?

3. Are the events of verses 1-3 an example we must follow 
today, an example we may follow, or was it a completely 
unique event in history never to be repeated? Support 
your opinion with Scripture.

4. Luke tells us that Paul was freshly filled with the Holy 
Spirit in order to show that his boldness, outspokenness 
and power in condemning Elymas were all from God. 
Why do you think Paul was so severe in his reprimand? In 
what situations should we speak in the same manner to 
someone today? When should we not?

5. In what ways can we be a barrier to the gospel ourselves?
What steps should we take so we aren't a hindrance to
others as they encounter Jesus?

6. What barriers to the gospel have you seen as you 
endeavor to talk to others about Jesus? How has the 
sermon encouraged you to pray with purpose and 
perseverance for them?

SERMON BLANKS:  present, saviors, warfare, remove, Jesus, Spirit, sinners

A WONDERFUL OFFER
Being a Christian isn’t based on membership in a local church or keeping a set of rules. It involves a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ and an understanding of who He is and what He has done to provide man with 
a way to experience God’s love for us. Here's how to know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior:
1. Realize that you are sinful and separated from God. (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6)
2. Recognize that the penalty for your sin is death—eternal separation from God and all that is good. 
(Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:27)
3. Understand that Jesus Christ took the penalty for your sin by dying in your place and that He rose again. 
(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)
4. Receive the free gift of salvation by trusting in Christ alone as your Savior. (Romans 4:4-5; Ephesians 2:8-9)
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NASB) You can use this prayer to express your decision to God:
“Dear God, I know that I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for me and rose from the dead. 
I trust in Him alone as the only way to get right with You. Thank You for the forgiveness of sins and the eternal 
life I now have. Amen.”

For more about having a personal relationship with Jesus visit www.ccbcfamily.org/nextsteps.

SERMON DEVOTIONAL STUDY

“
church? A Spirit-filled church may be 
defined simply as one whose members 
walk in obedience to the will of God. 
Since God reveals His will in Scripture, 
a Spirit-filled church must be deeply 
committed to the Word of God. Indeed, 
a comparison of Ephesians 5 and 
Colossians 3 reveals that being filled 
with the Spirit and letting the Word 
richly dwell in one’s life produce the 
same effects. Therefore they are the 
two sides of the same spiritual reality.”
john macarthurjohn macarthur

“It was the Holy Spirit of God Himself 
who told the church of Antioch to set 
Barnabas and Saul apart, who sent 
them out, who led them from place to 
place, and who gave power to their 
preaching so that converts were made 
and churches planted. The sending 
church had committed them to the 
grace of God for their work (14:26), 
and on their return they reported ‘all 
that God had done through them and 
how He had opened a door of faith 
to the Gentiles’ (14:27). True, He had 
done the work ‘with them’ (literally), in 
cooperation or partnership with them, 
but He had done it, and they gave Him 
the credit. The grace had come from 
Him; the glory must go to Him.”
john stottjohn stott

“what marks a spirit-filledwhat marks a spirit-filled
church? A Spirit-filled church may be 
defined simply as one whose members 
walk in obedience to the will of God. 




