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Worth an Exchange
MATTHEW 27:15-26

Exchange the Exchange the ________________ things things
    for the     for the ____________ things. things.

I. A customary exchange presented a great ___________________________ .
 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted.
 And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them,
 “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?”
 For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up.  vv. 15-18

      Assess Assess WHYWHY  you want you want WHATWHAT  you want.you want.

II. An opportunity to exchange was accompanied by _________________________________ .
 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus.
 The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.”  vv. 20-21

      Assess Assess WHOWHO  wants you to want wants you to want WHATWHAT  you want.you want.

III. The choice to exchange had individual ________________________________ .
 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd,
 saying, “I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.” And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!”
 Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.  vv. 24-26

      Assess Assess WHATWHAT  you’ll get if you get you’ll get if you get WHATWHAT  you want.you want.



1. Have you ever received a gift that you exchanged for something else? How do you usually 
decide if it’s worth the trouble of exchanging a gift?

2. Read Matthew 27:15-26. How did Pilate attempt to 
evade responsibility for the condemnation of Jesus?
Why did he want to avoid it? Was he successful or not?

3. In what ways are you like Barabbas? In what ways are 
you like the crowd in this scene? How does this realization 
help you better understand who God is?

4. In what types of situations do you prefer to choose the 
“Barabbas option” of what you want at the time instead of 
choosing what you need?

5. How did you answer the WHY, WHO and WHAT 
questions on the sermon notes under each of the three 
main points? Why is it important to understand our 
motivations behind wanting the wrong things?

JOURNALJOURNAL  Matthew 27:15-26
As we come to the conclusion of our year-long series in the Gospel of Matthew next week, take 
this time to look back through your journal and note what things would you would most like to 
retain or focus on during the holiday season and beyond. How will you do that?

SERMON BLANKS:  opportunity, peer pressure, consequences, wrong, right

DEVOTIONAL &
HOME GROUP STUDY

FOR THIS WEEKFOR THIS WEEK
SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE:
Matthew 27:31
Now the chief priests and the
elders persuaded the crowd to ask 
for Barabbas and destroy Jesus.

JOURNAL:
Matthew 27:15-26

“You never hear Jesus say in 

Pilate’s judgment hall one word 

that would let you imagine 

that He was sorry that He had 

undertaken so costly a sacrifice 

for us. When His hands are 

pierced, when He is parched with 

fever, His tongue dried up like a 

shard of pottery, when His whole 

body is dissolved into the dust of 

death, you never hear a groan or 

a shriek that looks like Jesus is 

going back on His commitment.”

CHARLES SPURGEON

For those who would like to continue journaling
during our Book of Acts pulpit series in 2023,
the ESV Illuminated Scripture Journal: ActsESV Illuminated Scripture Journal: Acts
can be found at major book retailers and online.


