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Are There Spiritual Strikeouts?
MATTHEW 26:30-35, 69-75

You are fully known,
    and still fully loved,
        forgiven and accepted
            by _______________ .

I. Jesus knows us better than we know _______________________ .
 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them,
 “You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep
 of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.”
 Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.”
 Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.”
 Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the disciples said the same.  vv. 30-35

  BASE YOUR BELIEF AND BEHAVIORBASE YOUR BELIEF AND BEHAVIOR  on what on what _________ says rather than what you think and feel. says rather than what you think and feel.

II. Jesus knows our private commitments will be __________________________ in public.
 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.”
 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you mean.” And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl
 saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.”
 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.”
 Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed.
 And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.  vv.69-75

TEMPTATION ESCALATIONTEMPTATION ESCALATION

1. unexpected1. unexpected
    2. repeated    2. repeated
        3. unrelenting        3. unrelenting

  STAY CLOSE TO YOUR SHEPHERDSTAY CLOSE TO YOUR SHEPHERD  who can who can ___________ you through valley of the shadow of death. you through valley of the shadow of death.



1. Why might it be foolish to begin a sentence with the words, "I would never ..."?

2. Read Matthew 26:30-35, 69-75. When Peter disagreed 
with the Lord, how was this actually the beginning of his 
sin of denying Him? Why?

3. Why is our own human willpower inadequate to keep us 
from sinning?

4. What do you learn about God from the fact that Jesus 
did not yell at His diciples or disown them, even though He 
knew how they would abandon Him?

5. In what particular situation(s) coming up in the next 
week do you need to make it clear that you are a follower 
of Jesus Christ?

JOURNAL  Matthew 26:30-35, 69-75
How have you experienced the "TEMPTATION ESCALATION" 
talked about in the sermon? In what ways was the 
temptation
   1. unexpected?
   2. repeated?
   3. unrelenting?
How can you turn away from the habit of trying to handle 
temptation on your own and rely on the Holy Spirit to 
strengthen you instead?

SERMON BLANKS:  ourselves, God, challenged, lead, Christ

DEVOTIONAL &
HOME GROUP STUDY

FOR THIS WEEKFOR THIS WEEK
SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE:
Matthew 26:34
Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you,
this very night, before the rooster crows,
you will deny me three times.”

JOURNAL:
Matthew 26:30-35, 69-75

“As He prepared to die for the 
sins of the world, Jesus needed 
to teach the disciples the need of 
continually dying to themselves 
of never trusting in themselves. 
… As the disciples soon learned 
that last night with their Lord, 
without His help faithfulness 
to Him is impossible. Like 
many believers, they foolishly 
mistook their good intentions 
for strength. They thought their 
ability to handle temptation and 
intimidation was greater than it 
was. … That is a lesson every child 
of God needs to learn and relearn. 
Because it is not difficult to 
stand firm in doctrine and moral 
standards when we are among 
fellow Christians, we are tempted 
to think we would never desert 
our Lord by compromising those 
truths and standards. But when 
we are out in the unbelieving 
world and are separated from the 
strength of Christian fellowship, 
we discover how unfounded such 
self-confidence is.”

JOHN MACARTHUR


