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The
“Can't Miss”

Event
Matthew 24:36-44

The Rapture IS IMMINENT .. .
SO LIVE WITH The End IN MIND

Don’t _____________  joining the family before the family trip.

Don’t ____________ to common things with uncommon af fection.

Don’t _____________ your waiting to turn into doubting.

I.	 The Rapture and the Second Coming are _____________________ events.

“The Rapture”   the event when Christ miraculously and physically
removes the church from the earth prior to the Tribulation

II.	The Rapture removes Christ’s church from the earth so they don't _____________ .

rapture   to be caught up

	 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
	 sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up
	 together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.  1 Thessalonians 4:16-17

	 Jesus will suddenly come to take His own to be with Him. (John 14:1-3)

	 Jesus will suddenly come to transform His own to a glorified body. (1 Cor 15:50-53)

	 Jesus will suddenly come to save His own from the Tribulation. (Rev 3:10)

The Second Coming of Christ	 The Rapture of the Church
as described in Matthew 24	 as described through the New Testament

Concludes the Tribulation 	 Occurs before the Tribulation

Jesus comes to be with His own 	 The church is taken to be with Jesus

The church returns with Christ to the earth 	 The church meets Jesus in the air	

Visible and noticeable to everyone on earth 	 Not described as visible to the entire earth

Will happen after Tribulation events 	 Can happen at any moment



1. Describe what you know about the “days of Noah” in Matthew 24:37 (see Gen 6—7 for insight). 
How is our own time similar to Noah's? How is it different? 

2. Read Matthew 24:36-44. This passage refers to Jesus' 
Second Coming after the Tribulation.
Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-53, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 
John 14:1-3. These passages refer to the Rapture of the 
Church. 
How did the sermon help you understand the difference 
between the two events?

3. We only get one opportunity to believe as long as 
we’re alive (Heb 9:27). What's the danger in delaying a 
decision to trust Christ, being unprepared, or assuming 
you can simply repent at the end? 

4. According to the sermon, how can our waiting for 
Jesus turn into doubting?

5. Read John 14:1-3. What difference does the guarantee 
of the Lord’s return for His people, living and dead, make 
to you? What common things are you clinging to that tie 
you to this world? 

JOURNAL  Matthew 24:36-44
Read 2 Peter 3:8. The gap between Jesus' first advent on earth and His Second Coming is 
a delay only from our human perspective. How can you wait with patient endurance while 
diligently serving as you anticipate His coming for you?

SERMON BLANKS:  separate, suffer, delay, cling, allow

DEVOTIONAL & HOME GROUP STUDY

FOR THIS WEEK
SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE:

Matthew 24:42
“Therefore, stay awake,

for you do not know
on what day your Lord is coming.”

JOURNAL:
Matthew 24:36-44

“As the Christian looks forward to 
relief from the present persecutions 
and difficulties, the promise is given, 
“He who is coming will come and will 
not delay.” The reference, no doubt, 
is to the rapture of the church when 
every Christian, whether living or 
dead, will be caught up with the 
Lord. This will end the conflicts 
of this life and usher in the peace 
we can expect to have when we sit 
in His presence. The fact that life 
will not go on forever should be an 
encouragement to Christians who 
are going through deep trouble. ... 
The rapture is not meant to scare or 
worry us or cause us to lose sleep. 
Instead, the rapture is a hope and 
a finish line. We may suffer in this 
present world of brokenness and sin, 
but our Lord will not abandon us. He 
is coming back to take us away from 
all this, and we will truly experience 
the great joy that the word rapture 
originally intended.”

JOHN WALVOORD


