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Ready
or Not,

Here He
Comes

Matthew 24:29-31

I.	 Jesus’ second coming will be completely _____________________ from His f irst.
	 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,
	 and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then will appear in heaven
	 the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming
	 on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call,
	 and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other."  vv. 29-31
 
	 Jesus will return physically.

	 Jesus will return visibly.

	 Jesus will return powerfully.

II.	 Jesus’ second coming will set up the ________________________ of God’s purposes.

	 Jesus will establish His kingdom on earth where He will rule and reign.

	 Jesus will fulfill every promise He’s ever made.

	 Jesus will end the suffering of His people.

	 Jesus will judge His enemies who would never bow their knee to Him.

LIVING WITH The End IN MIND

Place your trust in Jesus’ _____________________ for your sins.

Place your trust in Jesus’ ______________________ from His Word.

Place your trust in Jesus’ ______________________ for this world.

2 ADVENTS OF CHRIST CONTRASTED
At His First C oming	 At His S e c ond C oming

He came as a meek servant	 He will come as a majestic ruler

He came in humility to a manger	 He will come in splendor to a throne

He came to seek and save the lost	 He will come to judge those unwilling to submit

He came to suffer for sinners	 He will come to rescue the saints

He came to invite others' allegiance	 He will come to implement His authority



1. In which role do you see Jesus: the meek servant of His first advent, or the reigning king and 
judge of His second coming? Why is it important to understand both?

2. Read Matthew 24:29-31. How did Jesus describe His 
return? How does this description contrast with what 
went before? 

3. The serious and sudden judgments at the return of 
Christ are not just metaphorical, designed to move people 
to repentance—they are real and irreversible. We only 
get one opportunity to believe as long as we’re alive: “It 
is appointed for men to die once and after this comes 
judgment” (Heb 9:27). What do these verses tell us about 
delaying decisions, being unprepared and hoping for 
second chances?

4. Why do you think that Christ didn't make it clear 
that we should have to wait so long for His return? How 
would knowing the exact time of His coming affect the 
work of the kingdom?

5. Changing our eternal destination must take place in 
this life. The only way to be assured of eternal life is to 
accept Christ’s sacrificial, atoning death for us and His 
miraculous, bodily resurrection (1 Cor 15:1-5). We are 
saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, 
or we are not saved at all. How does this truth affect 
your daily life? Who are you praying for in this regard?

JOURNAL  Matthew 24:29-31
We should never get too comfortable in the world. The gap between His first coming and His 
second coming is a delay only from our human perspective.
Read 2 Peter 3:8. How does this help you to stay alert, patiently waiting while diligently working?

SERMON BLANKS:  different, completion, payment, promises, purposes

DEVOTIONAL & HOME GROUP STUDY

FOR THIS WEEK
SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE:

Matthew 24:30
“Then will appear in heaven the sign 

of the Son of Man, and then all the 
tribes of the earth will mourn,

and they will see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of heaven

with power and great glory.”

JOURNAL:
Matthew 24:29-31

“Throughout history, skeptics have 
had a field day in relation to prophetic 
Scripture—poking fun, making jokes, 
and picking apart prophecies. This 
perennial pastime of scoffers will be 
especially prevalent as the world gets 
closer to the last days. The apostle 
Peter wrote about this near the end 
of his second letter: 'Know this first 
of all, that in the last days mockers 
will come with their mocking, 
following after their own lusts, and 
saying, "Where is the promise of His 
coming? For ever since the fathers 
fell asleep, all continues just as it was 
from the beginning of creation”' (2 
Pet 3:3-4). It’s easy to think like that 
if you choose to ignore cataclysmic 
events like the Flood, when God 
judged the ungodly people of the 
world back in the days of Noah. Or 
it’s easy to tease those who believe 
in biblical prophecy if you think the 
story of God’s judgment of Sodom 
and Gomorrah and the rescue of Lot 
was just a myth to scare people into 
believing. But as it happened in the 
days of Noah and Lot, so it will be 
in the future when Christ returns. 
Those who are unprepared will 
suddenly find themselves overcome 
by a period of worldwide judgment. 
Ready or not, Jesus is coming!”

CHARLES SWINDOLL


