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ACTS 10:1-48

God's reach extends beyond our expectations

defies cultural expectations. (.19

At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as the ltalian Cohort, a devout man
who feared God with all his household, gave alms generously to the people, and prayed continually to God. vv. 1-2

A. He is not the type of person we expect to be interested in things of God.
B. He is not a stereotypical Roman soldier.

C. He receives a visit from an angel.

defies Peter’s expectations. (w.9-23

And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for | have never eaten anything
that is common or unclean.” And the voice came to him again a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call common.”
This happened three times, and the thing was taken up at once to heaven. vv. 13-16

A. God gives Peter three unexpected commands.
INVITATION: Rise, kill, and eat.
CORRECTION: What God has made clean, do not call common.

MISSION: Rise and go down and accompany them without hesitation.

defies Jewish expectations. (. 24-4)

And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that
I should not call any person common or unclean.” ... So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly | understand that God shows no partiality ..." vv. 28, 34

A. Peter breaks Jewish law. (v. 28)
B. Peter shows no partiality with the gospel. (. 34)

C. Peter baptizes Gentiles. (. 47)

Our don’t overrule God’s Word.

Our obedience doesn’t require
or

Our love doesn’t show

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. Ephesians 2:13



SERMON DEVOTIONAL STUDY

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal His truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson.

1. Read Acts chapter 10. Taking into account the last couple of passages studied, how did God
prepare Peter to take the gospel to Cornelius? Why was this necessary?

2. What kind of man was Cornelius? What evidence do you see here that Cornelius expected

God to work?

“IT IS INTERESTING TO SEE
how religious a person can be and

still not be saved. Certainly, Cornelius
was sincere in his obedience to God’s
law, his fasting, and his generosity

to the Jewish people (compare this
to Lk 7:1-10). He was not permitted

to offer sacrifices in the temple, so
he presented his prayers to God as
his sacrifices (Ps 141:1-2). In every
way, he was a model of religious
respectability—and yet he was not a
saved man. The difference between
Cornelius and many religious people
today is this: He knew that his
religious devotion was not sufficient
to save him. Many religious people
today are satisfied that their character
and good works will get them to
heaven, and they have no concept
either of their own sin or of God’s
grace. In his prayers, Cornelius was
asking God to show him the way of
salvation (Acts 11:13-14).”
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3. What does the fact that God listened to Cornelius and
answered his prayer tell you about the character of God?

4. Salvation is of course a divine work of God's grace. But
why do you think He works through humans rather than
using angels or some other way to proclaim the gospel?

5. What prejudice or partiality on your part has God
revealed to you in this sermon? How will you address
those things going forward?

6. What can you use from Peter’s message to Cornelius
to share the gospel with people you know? How will you
make yourself available to God this week to do that?

(s

(Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:27)

(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)

life I now have. Amen.”

eing a Christian isn't based on membership in a local church or keeping a set of rules. It involves a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ and an understanding of who He is and what He has done to provide man with
a way to experience God's love for us. Here's how to know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior:

1. Realize that you are sinful and separated from God. (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6)

2. Recognize that the penalty for your sin is death—eternal separation from God and all that is good.

3. Understand that Jesus Christ took the penalty for your sin by dying in your place and that He rose again.

4. Receive the free gift of salvation by trusting in Christ alone as your Savior. (Romans 4:4-5; Ephesians 2:8-9)
"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish, but have eternal life." (John 3:16 NASB) You can use this prayer to express your decision to God:

"Dear God, | know that | am a sinner. | believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for me and rose from the dead.
I trust in Him alone as the only way to get right with You. Thank You for the forgiveness of sins and the eternal

A WONDERFUL OFFER \

K For more about having a personal relationship with Jesus visit www.ccbcfamily.org/nextsteps. j
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