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I. The power of one Christ-centered __________________ can change how a person sees Jesus. (vv. 3-9)
	 Now	as	he	went	on	his	way,	he	approached	Damascus,	and	suddenly	a	light	from	heaven	shone	around	him.
	 And	falling	to	the	ground,	he	heard	a	voice	saying	to	him,	“Saul,	Saul,	why	are	you	persecuting	me?”
	 And	he	said,	“Who	are	you,	Lord?”	And	he	said,	“I	am	Jesus,	whom	you	are	persecuting."		vv.	3-5

II. The power of one Christ-centered _________________ can propel God’s unstoppable purpose. (vv. 10-16)
	 Now	there	was	a	disciple	at	Damascus	named	Ananias.	The	Lord	said	to	him	in	a	vision,	“Ananias.”	And	he	said,	“Here	I	am,	Lord.”
	 And	the	Lord	said	to	him,	“Rise	and	go	to	the	street	called	Straight,	and	at	the	house	of	Judas	look	for	a	man	of	Tarsus	named	Saul,	for	behold
	 he	is	praying,	and	he	has	seen	in	a	vision	a	man	named	Ananias	come	in	and	lay	his	hands	on	him	so	that	he	might	regain	his	sight.”		vv.	10-12

III. The power of one Christ-centered ______________________ can display the irrational love of God. (vv. 17-19)
	 So	Ananias	departed	and	entered	the	house.	And	laying	his	hands	on	him	he	said,	“Brother	Saul,	the	Lord	Jesus	who	appeared	to	you
	 on	the	road	by	which	you	came	has	sent	me	so	that	you	may	regain	your	sight	and	be	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit.”	And	immediately	something
	 like	scales	fell	from	his	eyes,	and	he	regained	his	sight.	Then	he	rose	and	was	baptized;	and	taking	food,	he	was	strengthened.		vv.	17-19
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But	Saul,	still	breathing	threats	and	murder	against	the	disciples	of	the	Lord,	went	to	the	high	priestBut	Saul,	still	breathing	threats	and	murder	against	the	disciples	of	the	Lord,	went	to	the	high	priest
and	asked	him	for	letters	to	the	synagogues	at	Damascus,	so	that	if	he	found	any	belonging	to	the	Way,and	asked	him	for	letters	to	the	synagogues	at	Damascus,	so	that	if	he	found	any	belonging	to	the	Way,
men	or	women,	he	might	bring	them	bound	to	Jerusalem.men	or	women,	he	might	bring	them	bound	to	Jerusalem.				vv.	1-2



Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal His truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson. 
1. Can you think of a time when a person impacted your for a Christ-centered purpose, then they 
moved on from your life? How did God use them as an istrument specifically for your growth?

2. Read Acts 9:1-19. Some of the language Luke uses 
to describe Saul in his preconversion state seems 
deliberately to portray him as “a wild and ferocious beast.” 
In what ways does Saul’s conversion demonstrate the 
marvelous grace of God?

3. William Barclay calls Ananias “one of the forgotten
heroes of the Christian church.” What is the significance of
Ananias’s ministry to Saul, and how does it encourage you?

4. While he awaited the arrival of Ananias, Paul fasted 
and prayed for three days, during which time he no doubt 
started to sort out what he believed. He had been saved 
by grace, not by the law, through faith in the living Christ. 
What might he have thought about, realizing that Jesus 
was alive and that the traditional Mosaic religion he had 
zealously practiced all his life was replaced?

5. In what ways do you see here the irrational nature of God's love, as mentioned in the sermon?
How have you seen it in your own life?

6. After studying this passage, how do you expect to see God working in the lives of those 
around you who are not Christians?

SERMON BLANKS:  moment, disciple, fellowship, obey, forgive, bow

A WONDERFUL OFFER
Being a Christian isn’t based on membership in a local church or keeping a set of rules. It involves a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ and an understanding of who He is and what He has done to provide man with 
a way to experience God’s love for us. Here's how to know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior:
1. Realize that you are sinful and separated from God. (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6)
2. Recognize that the penalty for your sin is death—eternal separation from God and all that is good. 
(Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:27)
3. Understand that Jesus Christ took the penalty for your sin by dying in your place and that He rose again. 
(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)
4. Receive the free gift of salvation by trusting in Christ alone as your Savior. (Romans 4:4-5; Ephesians 2:8-9)
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NASB) You can use this prayer to express your decision to God:
“Dear God, I know that I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for me and rose from the dead. 
I trust in Him alone as the only way to get right with You. Thank You for the forgiveness of sins and the eternal 
life I now have. Amen.”

For more about having a personal relationship with Jesus visit www.ccbcfamily.org/nextsteps.

SERMON DEVOTIONAL STUDY

“saul did not 'decide for christ,'saul did not 'decide for christ,'
as we might say. It was rather 
Christ who decided for him and 
intervened in his life. To ascribe Saul’s 
conversion to God’s initiative can 
easily be misunderstood, however; 
the sovereign grace that captured 
Saul was neither sudden (in the sense 
that there had been no previous 
preparation) nor compulsive (in the 
sense that he needed to make no 
response). This was not the first time 
Jesus Christ had spoken to him. ... 
Gradually and without violence, Jesus 
pricked Saul’s mind and conscience. 
Then He revealed Himself to him in 
a way as to enable him to make a 
free response. Divine grace does not 
trample human personality, but rather 
it enables human beings to be truly 
human. It is sin that imprisons. It is 
grace that liberates.”
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