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Navigating Change

ACTS 6:1-7

l. WHEN NAVIGATING CHANGE: , don't just grumble. .1

A. A problem surfaced between the Hellenistic Jews and the native Hebrews.

B. The Hellenistic Jews felt that their widows were not getting fair treatment.

Il. WHEN NAVIGATING CHANGE: the help of others. (v.2-¢)

A. The apostles responded by appointing specific individuals to make sure that the
distribution of food was fair.

B. The apostles stated that they had to continue with preaching the Word of God. (v.2)

C. The apostles noted the qualifications of those selected. (v.3)
1. There should be seven men.
2. They should have a good reputation.
3. They should be “full of the Spirit and of wisdom.”
4. They would be specifically over the task of food distribution.

D. The apostles could then devote themselves to prayer and ministry of the Word. (v.4)

E. Seven men were chosen and confirmed by the apostles. (w.5-6)

I1l. WHEN NAVIGATING CHANGE: what God is doing through the process. (v.7)
A. The Word of God kept on spreading.

B. The number of disciples multiplied in Jerusalem.

C. Even a great many priests were believing the message!

KXA/?& IS — WILL BE DETERMINED BY YOUR W

Two tips as you face changes in your life:
1. Keep your straight!
2. !
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Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal His truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson.

1. Read Acts 6:1-7. As growth exploded, the early church had to solve a potentially divisive

problem through further organization. What changes had to be made here? Yet what things

did the disciples not change? Why?

“It was not desirable for
the apostles to neglect the Word
of God in order to serve tables.
... To involve themselves in the
details of serving meals and
handling money matters would
take them away from their
calling. Instead, they would
devote themselves to prayer,
and to the ministry of the
Word. The apostles knew their
priority was praying, preaching,
teaching and studying the
Word. They would let nothing,
however pressing, distract them
from those duties. ... Many in
the ministry today have left
the emphasis on prayer and
the Word of God. They are so
involved in the administrative
details of their church that they
have little time left for
intercession and study. Yet
pastors are given to the church
‘for the equipping of the saints
for the work of service, to the
building up of the body of
Christ’ (Eph 4:12). Their calling
is fo mature the saints so they
can do the work of the ministry.
By neglecting that calling, they
doom their congregations to
languish in spiritual infancy.
Programs are no substitute for
the power of God and His Word.
Those whom God has called to
the ministry of prayer and the
Word must make it their priority.”

JOHN MACARTHUR

2. Why do you think the Holy Spirit included this event in
the Scriptures?

3. What modern examples can you think of that would be
similar to this issue the early church faced?

4. What principles about the way the church handled this
change should we apply today?

5. The church is not a corporation or a commune but a
living organism which requires structure and organization
in order to function—yet it responds to needs and to what
the Spirit is doing. How has this sermon helped you see
your own role in the living organism of the church even as
changes continues to happen around us?

6. How can you pray today and the next week for your
pastors and church staff? How can you encourage and
affirm their work for the Lord?
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A WONDERFUL OFFER

eing a Christian isn't based on membership in a local church or keeping a set of rules. It involves a personal

~

relationship with Jesus Christ and an understanding of who He is and what He has done to provide man with
a way to experience God's love for us. Here's how to know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior:

1. Realize that you are sinful and separated from God. (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6)
2. Recognize that the penalty for your sin is death—eternal separation from God and all that is good.

(Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:27)

3. Understand that Jesus Christ took the penalty for your sin by dying in your place and that He rose again.

(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)

4. Receive the free gift of salvation by trusting in Christ alone as your Savior. (Romans 4:4-5; Ephesians 2:8-9)
"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish, but have eternal life." (John 3:16 NASB) You can use this prayer to express your decision to God:

"Dear God, | know that | am a sinner. | believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for me and rose from the dead.
I trust in Him alone as the only way to get right with You. Thank You for the forgiveness of sins and the eternal

life I now have. Amen.”

K For more about having a personal relationship with Jesus visit www.ccbcfamily.org/nextsteps.
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