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Where There’s God’s Will There’s a Way
ACTS 5:17-42

I. GOD'S WILLGOD'S WILL is that you represent Him regardless of _____________________________ .
 But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy
 they arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the
 prison doors and brought them out, and said, “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words
 of this Life.” And when they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach.  vv. 17-21a

  BBee  ________________ EVEN IF CIRCUMSTANCES SEEM BLEAK.

II. GOD'S WILLGOD'S WILL is that you represent Him regardless of _______________________ .
 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned them, saying,
 “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend
 to bring this man's blood upon us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men."  vv. 27-29

  BBee  _____________________ EVEN IF YOUR MESSAGE IS NOT WELCOMED.

KNOWING GOD’S WILL

1. God’s will includes His preordained purpose to glorify Himself by redeeming mankind from sin. (Eph 1:7-10)

2. God’s will includes His desire that every person would be saved from sin and glorify Him. (1 Tim 2:4-5)

3. God’s purpose and desire is that we represent Him. (Acts 1:8; 2 Cor 5:20)

"So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man,
it will fail; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!”

So they took his advice, and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak
in the name of Jesus, and let them go. Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were
counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. And every day, in the temple and from house to house,

they did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.  vv. 38-42

BBee  _________________                               because GOD WILLGOD WILL always
make a way for His will to be accomplished.



Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal His truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson. 
1. What circumstances at this point in your life are a “prison” for you?

2. Read Acts 5:17-42. How did the high priest and Sadducees 
respond to God’s truth? Why?

3. Did putting the apostles in jail affect the truth of the 
gospel? Did it affect the will of God? Why or why not?

4. How did the sermon help you understand the will of God 
a bit better? Any thoughts that were new to you?

5. How does it encourage you to know more about God's 
purposes and desires in regard to His will? (See top section 
of sermon notes.)

6. Explain in your own words what Peter says about Jesus in verse 31. How is He your Prince 
and Savior? How can you represent Him as such even in your current circumstances?

SERMON BLANKS:  circumstances, faithful, acceptance, consistent, hopeful

Home Group Discussion

         “First, opposition may 
mean you’re in the will of 
God, not out of it. Second, 
the will of God may set you 
against popular opinion, 
not with it. Difficult as it is 
to understand, Jesus never 
promised His followers—
then or now—that living 
in a fallen world would be 
easy or bring popularity. Yet 
for some reason, we think 
that good fortune indicates 
God’s pleasure or confirms 
that we are in His will. And 
we continue to suspect 
that painful circumstances 
indicate God’s displeasure 
or that we have wandered 
outside His sovereign 
design. The fact is, God 
may will for His people to 
live as poor as dirt, to suffer 
rejection and sorrow, to 
endure outrageous injustice 
and then die painfully—just 
like His own Son and the 
apostles who followed Him.”
CHARLES SWINDOLLCHARLES SWINDOLL

A WONDERFUL OFFER
Being a Christian isn’t based on membership in a local church or keeping a set of rules. It involves a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ and an understanding of who He is and what He has done to provide man with 
a way to experience God’s love for us. Here's how to know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior:
1. Realize that you are sinful and separated from God. (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6)
2. Recognize that the penalty for your sin is death—eternal separation from God and all that is good. 
(Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:27)
3. Understand that Jesus Christ took the penalty for your sin by dying in your place and that He rose again. 
(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)
4. Receive the free gift of salvation by trusting in Christ alone as your Savior. (Romans 4:4-5; Ephesians 2:8-9)
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NASB) You can use this prayer to express your decision to God:
“Dear God, I know that I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for me and rose from the dead. 
I trust in Him alone as the only way to get right with You. Thank You for the forgiveness of sins and the eternal 
life I now have. Amen.”

For more about having a personal relationship with Jesus visit www.ccbcfamily.org/nextsteps.


