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The Potential of a Changed Life

ACTS 3:1-8

I. A changed life has a changed about people.

Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour.

And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple

that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. Seeing Peter and John

about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John,

and said, "Look at us.” And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. wv.1-5
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Il. A changed life sees the in people.

But Peter said, "I have no silver and gold, but what | do have [ give to you. In the name of

Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!" And he took him by the right hand and raised him up,
and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. And leaping up, he stood and began to walk,
and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. wv. 6-8
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Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal His truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson.

1. When have you felt totally incompetent or inadequate in fulfilling a task? Was it a helpful
learning experience, or have you avoided similar situations since then?

“When God's people
trust Him and respond to
Him with commitment to be
a witness, His power is
released. The impact often
goes beyond what the
child of God can begin to
comprehend. Many times,
the believer will never know
just how far reaching one act
of obedience will go—like the
ripple effect produced when
a stone is dropped into water.
In Acts 3, Peter and John,
unified in Spirit, stepped out
into their Jerusalem to make

2. Read Acts 3:1-8. What evidence do you see of the Holy
Spirit’s influence on Peter's actions here, even though He is
not explicitly mentioned?

3. Peter's background as a fisherman provided him no
experience for the ministry role Jesus gave him. Would you
say that Peter felt confident in his own abilities here, or was
his confidence in Someone else? How does Peter's own
personal ministry inadequacy instruct and encourage you?

4. In what ways do you feel you have nothing to offer in
showing Christ to others? Why does lack of confidence
in your abilities not matter as long as your confidence is

focused on Jesus' power and what He has done in your life?
known God'’s power to others

through the good news of
Jesus Christ. It is a lesson for
believers today of the power
of God available to those
who believe! (Rom 1:16).”

OSCAR T. MOSES

5. In what situations do we tend to not truly notice or hear
people as people, but only as part of the setting around us?
How can we become more aware of them?

6. How can you depend more on the Spirit in your daily encounters with people who need to
experience Jesus through you?

A WONDERFUL OFFER

Being a Christian isn't based on membership in a local church or keeping a set of rules. It involves a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ and an understanding of who He is and what He has done to provide man with a way
to experience God's love for us. Here's how to know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior:

1. Realize that you are sinful and separated from God. (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6)

2. Recognize that the penalty for your sin is death—eternal separation from God and all that is good. (Romans 6:23;
Hebrews 9:27)

3. Understand that Jesus Christ took the penalty for your sin by dying in your place and that He rose again. (Romans
5:8;2 Corinthians 5:21)

4. Receive the free gift of salvation by trusting in Christ alone as your Savior. (Romans 4:4-5; Ephesians 2:8-9)

"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but
have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NASB) You can use this prayer to express your decision to God:

"Dear God, | know that | am a sinner. | believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for me and rose from the dead. |
trust in Him alone as the only way to get right with You. Thank You for the forgiveness of sins and the eternal life | now
have. Amen.”

For more about what it means to have a personal relationship with Jesus visit www.ccbcfamily.org/nextsteps.
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