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   And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”  Matthew 22:37

 A TRUTH: Being a disciple is about _______________ Jesus.

      a trap:a trap: Treating discipleship like a __________________ for us rather than a _________________________ with us.

     Be in God's Word regularly and _________________ who He reveals Himself to be.

   “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.
   I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”  John 15:4-5

 A TRUTH: Being a disciple is about staying _______________________ to Jesus.

      a trap:a trap: Treating discipleship like a  __________________ rather than __________________________.

     Be in God's Word regularly and _______________ to what it says.

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  Ephesians 5:1

A disciple who loves Jesus is birthed with a commitment.

A disciple who loves Jesus is filled with life change.

A disciple who loves Jesus is sustained by a personal relationship.



Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal His truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson. 

1. What are examples of ways to love God with heart, soul and mind?

2. Read John 15:4-6, 7-8. How are we to abide in Jesus, and why should we?

3. Read Matthew 22:37. What does abiding in Jesus have to do with loving God in the way this 
verse states? How are the two things connected?

4. What does it mean to bear fruit as a Christian?

5. Examine the “traps” from the sermon notes. In what 
ways and under what circumstances do you tend to treat 
discipleship like a program rather than a relationship?

In what ways do you tend to treat discipleship like a 
formula rather than faithfulness?

6. How do you struggle with loving others the way Jesus loves you? What is the Holy Spirit’s 
role in this endeavor?

FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION: How can you increase your exposure to the Word of God on a 
daily basis, so you can see more of God revealed there?

SERMON BLANKS:  loving, program, relationship, observe, connected, formula, faithfulness, submit

DEVOTIONAL &
HOME GROUP
STUDY

HOW TO START A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS
Admit that you’re a sinner, separated from a holy and perfect God. (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6)
Understand that the penalty for your sin is death—eternal separation from God and all that is good. (Romans 
6:23; Hebrews 9:27)
Believe that Jesus Christ took the penalty for your sin by dying in your place and conquered death by rising 
from the dead. (Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)
Receive the free gift of salvation by trusting in Christ alone as your Savior from sin and death, and as your 
provider of true and eternal life. (Romans 4:4-5, 5:1; Ephesians 2:8-9)
You can use this prayer: “Dear God, I know that I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross 
for me and rose from the dead. I trust in Him alone as the only way to get right with You. Thank You for the 
forgiveness of sins and eternal life I now have. Amen.”

         “Of itself, a branch is 
           weak and useless. It 
is good for either bearing or 
burning, but not for building 
(read Ez 15). The branch 
cannot produce its own life;
it must draw that life from
the vine. It is our communion 
with Christ through the Spirit 
that makes possible the
bearing of the fruit.”
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