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1. John 10 is a continuation of the events in John 9. Scan John 9. Compare the response of the 

religious leaders toward the blind man in John 9:34 with Jesus’ response in verses 35-38. 
 
 
 

2. In response to the religious leaders’ question in John 9:40, Jesus begins with an illustration 
about a shepherd. Read John 10:1-6. How does the shepherd enter the sheep pen and how do 
the sheep respond to their shepherd? 
 
 
 
List the ways the shepherd leads his sheep. 
 
 
 
What does this tell you about the relationship between the sheep and their shepherd? 
 
 
 
 
How is this similar to your relationship with Jesus? 
 
 
 
 

3. How do the thieves and robbers enter the sheep pen in verse 1? 
 
 
How do the sheep respond to the thieves and robbers? 
 
 

4. According to John 10:6, the Jewish leaders did not understand Jesus’ illustration, so He 
expands on it. Read John 10:7-10. Who does Jesus say He is in verses 7 and 9? 
 
 
What is the benefit for the sheep that enter through the Door? 
 
 
With this “I am” statement, what is Jesus offering to anyone who comes through the Door? 
See verse 10 for insight. 
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5. The thieves and robbers here are the evil and corrupt leaders that have led Israel in the past 
and currently. What is the result of their hardened hearts according to John 10:10? 
 
 
How have the Jewish leaders fit this description so far in our study of John? 
 
 

6. Read John 10:11-13. Jesus continues to expand on His illustration, and says, “I am the Good 
Shepherd.” What do you observe about the relationship the Good Shepherd, the hired hand 
and the wolf have with the sheep? 
 
 

7. Read John 10:14-18. List the things the Good Shepherd does for His sheep. 
 
 
What emotions come to mind when you think of Jesus knowing you? 
 
 
Not only does Jesus know His sheep, but they know Him as well. Share some of the ways 
you have come to know Jesus more. 
 
 
 

8. In verse 15, for the second time Jesus mentions the Good Shepherd will lay his life down. 
Why is it necessary for the Good Shepherd to lay down His life? See Ephesians 5:2 for  
more insight. 
 
 
In John 10:16 Jesus speaks of other sheep, which represent the Gentiles who will join and 
make up one flock, with one shepherd. How does the Good Shepherd laying down His life 
unite His flock? Read Ephesians 2:13-19. 
 
 
 

9. Read John 10:17 again. Jesus knows the Father, and the Father knows Him with the same 
intimacy and love Jesus bestows on His sheep. As you consider this, what are some ways this 
truth might change your daily walk with the Lord? 
 
 
 

10. Read John 10:19-21. How were the Jews’ views of Jesus back then similar to people’s views 
of Jesus today? 
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11. Read John 10:22-30. List below your observations on when, where and who is involved in 
these verses. 
 
 
What do the Jewish leaders ask Jesus? 
 
Why they do not understand who He is? 
 
What are some descriptive words that come to mind when you think of winter? 
 
 
How could winter also be used to describe the spiritual state of these Jewish leaders? 
 
 
 

12. Look again at John 10:27-30. What are the blessings Jesus’ sheep receive when they believe? 
 
 
What encouragement do you find in these promises that our Shepherd offers? 
 
 
 

13. Read John 10:30-39. The Jewish leadership understood the claim Jesus was making in verse 
30. What was their reaction in verse 31, and what reason do the Jewish leaders give for their 
reaction in verse 33? 
 
 

14. Jesus calmly answers them using Psalm 82, which ironically is written to judges God put into 
place who were unjust and favored the wicked. Jesus, on the other hand, was consecrated by 
the Father. What is the definition of “consecrated?” 
 
 
 
Despite Jesus still imploring them to accept Him and believe, the Jewish leaders seek to 
arrest him. How does this bring prophecy to fulfillment? See Isaiah 53:3 and John 1:9-11. 
 
 
 

15. Read John 10:40-42. Although this is nearing the end of Jesus’ public ministry, it is not the 
end of Him calling His sheep. What was the reaction of the people who came to Him after He 
crossed the Jordan River? 
 
 
 

16. Write out a personal prayer request in one or two sentences to share with your small group. 
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