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1. Read John 5:1-17. Imagine yourself at the pool described in verses 2-5. Describe what  

you see. 
 
 
 
 
What might you be feeling and thinking as you watch the scene around you? 
 
 
 
 

2. Read John 5:5-8. What does Jesus ask the paralyzed man? 
 
 
 
Based on the man’s answer to Jesus’ question, where do you think he had placed his only 
hope for healing? 
 
 
Look again at John 5:8-9. How does Jesus heal this man?  
 
 
What does this reveal to you about Jesus? 
 
 
 

3. Read John 5:9-18. In these verses, “Jews” refers to the Jewish religious leaders. Summarize 
how these men react to the miraculous healing of the suffering man. 
 
 
 
What specific complaint do the Jews have in John 5:10 and 16?  
 
 
 
Read Exodus 20:8-11. The Sabbath was meant to be a day of physical rest and worshipful 
refreshment. Unfortunately, over time Jewish tradition added many cumbersome rules to 
what God intended as a blessing. What does the response of the leadership reveal about  
their hearts? 
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4. Read John 5:19-23. Jesus uses simple language to reveal profound truths about Himself. 
What does Jesus teach us about Himself in the following verses? 
 
5:19-20 
 
 
5:21 
 
 
5:22 
 
 
5:23  
 
 

5. Read John 5:19-21 once again along with John 10:10, 28-30. What insight do you glean from 
Jesus’ own words about the life He gives to those who believe in His name? 
 
 
 
 
 
In John 5:20, Jesus says that we will marvel as we see His great works. To marvel means to 
be filled with wonder or astonishment. Spend a few moments quietly marveling at the works 
of the Father and Son in your own life and write out your personal response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Read John 5:22-25 along with John 14:6-7 and Acts 4:11-12. What essential truth about 
salvation does God’s Word make clear for us? 
 
 
 
 
What do you conclude about any faith system that omits or denies the words and works  
of Jesus? 
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7. Read John 5:26-30 along with John 6:28-29. What is the good work that Jesus speaks of in 
John 5:29? 
 
 
What is the evil that Jesus speaks of in the same verse? 
 
 
Read and ponder Daniel 12:1-3. These verses speak of the End Times, just as John 5:28-29 
does. How does the great promise of eternal life with Christ for those who believe contribute 
to abundant life with Christ now, in your everyday life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Read John 5:31-47. In response to the Jewish leadership’s accusation of blasphemy, Jesus 
speaks of several witnesses that prove the truth of His claim to be the Son of God. List each 
witness to Jesus’ identity and jot down why you think this witness should be valid in the eyes 
of the Jewish leadership. 
 
5:32-35 
 
 
5:36 
 
 
5:37-38 
 
 
5:39-47 
 
 

9. Thinking back over everything that Jesus says and does in chapter 5, how would you describe 
His heart for humanity? How does that encourage you today? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Write out a personal prayer request in one or two sentences to share with your small group. 
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