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1. Read John 4:1-10. From Judea to Samaria is approximately a three-day journey on foot. Look 

closely at verses 6-7 and use your imagination. What do you think Jesus is experiencing?  
 
  
  

2. Rather than responding to Jesus’ request, what does the Samaritan woman emphasize in 
verse 9? 
 
 
 
Read Jesus’ reply in verse 10. What two important things has this woman failed  
to recognize? 
 
 
 

3. Read John 4:11-15 where the Samaritan woman is focused on literal, physical water, but 
Jesus is talking about “living water.” List the things that are expressed about each kind  
of water.  
 
Physical water 
 
 
Living water 
 
 
Jesus speaks of water as a religious symbol. Read the following passages and note some 
truths of God expressed with the symbol of water. 
 
Isaiah 44:3-4  
 
Isaiah 55:1-3 
 
Ezekiel 36:25-27  
 
 

4. Jesus says He is here to grant a “gift.” What makes something a gift?  
 

Read John 7:37-38 and write down who receives God’s gift of living water. 
 
 

5. Jesus’ talk of a gracious gift is followed with raw truth. Read John 4:16-19. What do we 
learn about this woman? 
 
How does the woman respond to the truth of her life? What is surprising about her response? 
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6. How do you normally respond when God’s Word pierces your heart or exposes your sin?  
 
 
What have you seen in Jesus’ encounter with this woman that will make you less defensive 
when He exposes your sin? Read John 3:16-17.  
  
 

7. Read John 4:20-26. The Samaritan woman brings up an age-old dispute regarding temple 
worship. According to verse 23, what is God looking for? 
 
 
Considering the argument over the proper location for worship and this woman’s history, 
what do you think is meant by “worship in spirit and truth”? 
 
 
 
 

8. The Samaritans were waiting for God’s Messiah. Read Deuteronomy 18:15-18 and describe 
what the Messiah would do for them.  
 
 
 
What startling revelation does Jesus make in John 4:26?  
 
 

9. Read John 4:27-38. While the disciples worry and wonder about food, what is it that 
nourishes and sustains Jesus?  
 
 
Read John 6:40 and record God’s work/will. 
 
Jesus uses farming language to teach His disciples. Sowing is preparing the soil/people, and 
reaping is gathering in the crop/belief. Read John 4:35 and 4:28-30 back-to-back. When 
Jesus tells the disciples to lift their eyes, what do they see? What is Jesus’ hope for them?  
 
 
 
  

10. Read John 4:39-42. What two things contribute to the Samaritans’ belief? 
 
Have you ever told someone about your personal experience with Jesus? Read 1 Peter 3:15. 
Consider these verses and record the significance of sharing your own testimony.  
 
 
Prayerfully consider who you should share with and how you will do it. Write it here. 
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11. Read John 4:43-54. From verse 45, why did the Galileans welcome Jesus at this time? 
 
 
Look back at John 2:13-17 and 23. What had the Galileans seen Jesus do? 
  
  
 

12. Who approaches Jesus in John 4:46-47 and what is his request?  
 
 
What does Jesus discern about the people’s true motivation in verse 48? Also read  
Matthew 16:1-4.  
 
 
 
 
Why do you think it offends Jesus when people demand or rely on supernatural signs  
to believe?  
 
 
 
 

13. What instruction and assurance does Jesus give in John 4:50?  
 
 
How does the man demonstrate belief in Jesus?  
  
 
  
Two times in John 4:50-54 it is recorded that the man “believed.” Look at both instances and 
describe the progression of this man’s belief.  
  
 
 
 

14. Reflect on your life and share how your belief in Jesus has progressed and grown. List some 
words, signs and interactions with Jesus that have helped your belief grow.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15. Write out a personal prayer request in one or two sentences to share with your small group. 
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