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1. Prayer is a fundamental part of our faith and yet many of us are not completely satisfied with 

our prayers. What are some ways you would like to mature in your practice of prayer? 
 
 
 

2. Read all of John 17. This is Jesus’ longest recorded prayer. For whom does Jesus pray first? 
 
 
 
 

3. Read John 17:1-5 again. What does Jesus request from His Father as He prays? 
 
 
 
According to His own words, how did Jesus glorify His Father during His life on earth? 
 
 
 
Look or think back over Jesus’ story in John so far. What are some of the great works Jesus 
has already accomplished before He goes to the cross? 
 
 
 
 

4. Look again at John 17:3. How does Jesus describe eternal life for His followers? 
 
 
What is one way your relationship with Jesus can shape and transform your thoughts, words 
or actions today? 
 

 
 
 
5. Read John 17:6-19. After Jesus prays for Himself, He then prays for His disciples. Write 

down all of the ways Jesus describes His disciples in verses 6-10.  
 
 
 
 
 
Based on what you wrote above, summarize how the disciples bring glory to Jesus. 
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6. Look back once again at John 17:9-19. What does Jesus request from the Father on behalf of 
His disciples? 
 
John 17:11  
 
John 17:13  
 
John 17:15 
 
John 17:17, 19 
 
 
In verse 14, Jesus acknowledges the disciples will be hated by those who do not understand 
their faith. Thinking about everything Jesus prays in this chapter, how do you think the 
disciples can experience joy despite the difficulty this hatred will cause?  
 
 
 
 
How might Jesus’ prayer influence how you will seek joy today? 

 
 
 
 
 

7. Take a moment to ponder the things Jesus prayed for His disciples in John 17:9-19. In your 
own words, summarize what seems to matter most to Jesus on His last day on earth. 
 
 
 
 
 
What is one practical way your life can more closely reflect Jesus’ desires for His followers? 
 
 
 
 

8. Read John 17:20-26. Whom is Jesus now praying for?  
 
 

 
9. Read John 17:20-23 again. What is Jesus’ primary concern in these verses? 
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10. Read John 18:1-11. How does Jesus identify Himself in verses 5-6?  
 
 
 
Why do you think the soldiers fall to the ground when Jesus identifies Himself? Also see 
Exodus 3:14. 
 
 
 
 

11. Read John 18:9-10. Contrast the responses of Peter and Jesus to Jesus’ arrest. 
 
 
 
“The cup” Jesus speaks of in verse 11 refers to His coming crucifixion. Consider what we 
have learned in John about the relationship between the Father and Son. How do you think 
Jesus was able to accept God’s very difficult plan? Also read Luke 22:41-44. 
 
 
 
 

12. Read John 18:12-14, 19-24. What two things was Jesus questioned about in verse 19? 
 
 
 
Describe how you imagine Jesus’ tone and demeanor as He responds to Annas’ questioning. 

 
 
 

13. Read John 18:15-18,  25-27 along with Matthew 26:69-75. What are some things  
Peter might have begun to truly understand about himself in the moments that followed  
the rooster crowing?  
 
 
 
Like Peter, we are all tempted to deny our faith sometimes. What is one thing you’ve  
learned in our study of John that will give you courage to stand firm the next time you face 
this temptation? 
 
 
 
 

14. Write out a personal prayer request in one or two sentences to share with your small group. 






