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1. Read John 15:1-11. How are Jesus and God the Father identified in verse 1? 

 
 
Describe the responsibilities of the gardener or vinedresser from verse 2. 

 
 
Pruning by the Master Gardener means removing things that hinder or drain our spiritual life. 
Think back to a season of “pruning” in your life. What are some lessons you learned? 
 
 

2. The word abide or remain is used 11 times in John 15. List the benefits of abiding or 
remaining in the True Vine from verses 3-11.    
 
 
 
 
Write down words that describe a branch that is no longer connected to the vine.  
 
 
The Scriptures describe fruit as godly attitudes and behaviors. List some fruits that grow  
in our lives as we deepen our connection to the True Vine. Read Galatians 5:22-23 and 
Philippians 1:9-11.  
 
 
 
 

3. Read John 15:12-17. In verse 12, Jesus issues a command to His followers.  
What is His standard for love?     
 
 
According to Jesus, what is the greatest sacrifice love can make?  
 
 
How does obeying Jesus’ command and example affect our relationships with others?     
 
 
 
How does it affect our relationship with Him? 
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4. Describe the way we become friends with Jesus from verses 14-16. 
 
 
 
For what purpose did He choose us? 
 
 
 

5. In John 15:18-25, Jesus gives insight into the worldview of those who reject Him. Describe 
the world’s feelings for Jesus and how it affects everyone who follows Him. 
 
 
 
Who else is hated along with Jesus and His followers according to verse 23? 
 
 

6. Jesus knows He will be leaving the world and His disciples. What is His plan to continue to 
spread the truth of the gospel after His death and why are the disciples able to take part? 
Read John 15:26-27. 
 

 
 
 

7. Read John 16:1-4. What reason does Jesus give for sharing with His disciples the stark reality 
of the world’s rejection?  
 
 
What does the future hold for those who believe in Jesus? Why?  
 
 
Do the words of Jesus help you prepare for hard times as a believer? How?  
 
 
 

8. As you read John 16:4b-15, picture the disciples as Jesus tells them about His departure. 
What words describe their feelings? 
 
 
What encouragement does Jesus give them? 
 
 
 
The Helper or Counselor is the Holy Spirit. Look back at verses 8, 13-14, and write down the 
work of the Holy Spirit that Jesus promises to His disciples. 
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9. Read John 16:16-24. How does verse 16 depict Jesus’ future? See John 19:18, 30  
and John 20:19. 
 
 
Compare the world’s reaction to His death with the reaction of Jesus’ disciples. 
 
 
What will change the disciples’ reaction from sorrow to joy? 

 
 

 
10. Read John 16:25-33. Following Jesus’ resurrection, the disciples’ relationship with God the 

Father will change. What has brought them into a personal relationship with God the Father? 
 
 
 
 

11. The disciples express their belief in verses 29-30. Of what are they now convinced? 
 
 
 
Although His beloved disciples express belief, Jesus knows their faith will not be complete 
until after His resurrection. Read Zechariah 13:7. How is John 16:32 a fulfillment of 
Zechariah’s words? 
 
 
 
 

12. Jesus’ words to His disciples are meant to sustain and prepare them. What encouragement do 
you glean from John 16:33? 
 
 
 
 
How does abiding in the True Vine sustain and prepare you to remain in the world  
until Jesus returns? 
 
 

 
 
 

13. Write out a personal prayer request in a few words to share with your small group. 






