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1. John 13 marks a significant shift in this gospel account. Read John 13:1. What does Jesus 

know?  
 

 
What important holiday is about to take place? 
 
 
 

2. Read John 13:1-5 along with Matthew 26:17-20. Who is with Jesus at this intimate dinner?  
 
 
List the actions Jesus takes in washing the feet of the Twelve in John 13:4-5. 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Read John 13:6-17. According to verses 13-17, why did Jesus wash their 24 feet? Keeping 
verse 1 in mind, read Philippians 2:4-8. How do these verses in Philippians connect to John’s 
account?  
 
 
 
Why is it important to you to follow Jesus’ example?  
 
 
 
 
What is the outcome of following Jesus’ example? 
 

 
 
 

4. Read John 13:18-30. Why is Jesus troubled in verse 21?  
 
 
From Jesus’ words and actions, which disciple will betray Him?  
 
 
 
Thinking back on all we have learned of light and darkness in John, what do you think is the 
significance of John noting the time of day in John 13:30? 
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5. Jesus continues to speak to the 11 disciples who remain at dinner. Read John 13:31-35. 
Loving God and one another is not a new concept. Looking at verse 34, what is new?  

 
 
 
Why is this action important according to verse 35?  
 
 
 
How have you seen someone show love recently that highlighted the love of Jesus?  
Please share. 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Read John 13:36-38. In verse 33, Jesus says He’s going to a place the disciples cannot come. 
What prediction does Jesus make following Peter’s bold statement?  
 
 
Though much of the dialogue at dinner is saddening, why does Jesus share what is soon to 
happen? Read John 13:19 and 14:29, along with 2:22 and 12:16. 
 
 
 
 
Even though the disciples do not fully understand all that Jesus says this night, His kindness 
is demonstrated in preparing them for a stronger faith for the future. After the ascension  
of Jesus, Peter wrote 1 Peter 1:18-21. What amazing insights does Peter say about God in 
these verses? 
 

 
 
 

7. Read John 14:1-3. In the midst of troubling predictions, Jesus offers a comforting one. What 
brings hope in verses 1-3? 
 
 
 

8. Read John 14:4-7. What does Thomas ask Jesus to clarify, and how does Jesus explain?  
 
 
 
 
How does John 3:16 support what Jesus says in John 14:4-7? 
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9. What does Philip ask next of Jesus in John 14:8? In your own words, summarize Jesus’ 
relationship with His Father in verses 9-12. Notice the repeated words in verses 10-12. 

 
 
 
 
 

10. Read John 4:13-14. What wonderful promise about prayer do we find in these verses?  
 
 
 
How is the Father glorified? 
 
 
 

11. Notice how many times Jesus speaks of His Father in John 14:16-31. Who else is described 
in verses 16-17 and 26?  
 
 
What titles does Jesus use to describe Him?  
 
 
What role will He play? 
 
 
 

12. What fuels our obedience according to verses 15, 21 and 23?  
 
 
 
Why does the Son obey the Father, according to 14:30-31? 
 

 
 
 

13. Jesus’ speech to His beloved friends is full of comfort. If you had been one of the 11 still left 
in the room, what in John 14:25-29 would you have found comforting and why? 
 
 
According to verse 27, why should you not be troubled? Also see John 14:1-4. 
 
 
 

14. Write out a personal prayer request in one or two sentences to share with your small group. 






