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An Overview Of Job
	 1. Prologue
		  Two settings are established (Earth and Heaven)
	 	 The conflict is set forth
	 2. Friend’s Speeches
	 3. God’s Speeches and the Epilogue
		  God’s counsel is heard
		  The resolution

Setting: On Earth
	 Job’s character
		  “blameless” (integrity and spiritual maturity)
		  “upright” (behavior in harmony with God’s ways)
	 His conduct
		  Righteous
		  Devoted
		  Concerned
	 And others saw it as well

PICTURES OF JESUS IN GENESIS
Abraham – the royal heir who left the comforts and privileges of home to go to a place he’d never been, living there by faith

Isaac – the promised, self-sacrificing one
Jacob – the one who blessed his family
Joseph – the forgiving and gracious ruler

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
Some soldiers are extraordinarily compelled, and distinguish themselves on the 

battlefield performing above and beyond the call of duty in war against the enemy

Some saints are called by God to do life on the battlefield above  
and beyond the regular call of duty in the war against the enemy

Called to serve as His weapon and His witness

MEDALS OF HONOR
Sometimes God steps aside and calls an ordinary saint to become His extraordinary spiritual champion on the battlefield

JOB SUMMARIZED in a word or phrase: “Unmerited Suffering”

WHERE IN THE WORLD ... (see “The Land of Job” map, p. 3)

THE BASICS
Who: unknown (Job “much persecuted”); at least an eyewitness

When: unknown (likely patriarchal period; perhaps during Jacob’s lifetime)     Where: unknown
Why: many believe to answer the question “Why do the righteous suffer?”

The problem with “Why …”

LESSON THEME: How should the righteous respond to unmerited suffering? By embracing it rather than seeking to escape it
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Setting: In Heaven
	 Satan’s first accusation (1:6-12) …
	 	 Job only worships You because You’ve protected his stuff … he only gives to get (i.e. compensation)
	 Satan’s second accusation (2:1-6) …
		  Job only worships You because You’ve protected his skin. Allow him to suffer and you’ll see …
	 Controversy between God and Satan
	 Would Job still worship God … or curse Him … if he underwent personal suffering?
	 So, unknown to him, God steps aside and lets Job enter the battle as His spiritual champion
	 Will Job vindicate God’s wisdom and His ways?

Setting: On Earth
	 Job is blindsided by Satan (2:7)
	 He loses his family, livelihood and wealth
	 He loses his reputation
	 He loses his wife’s support and understanding
	 He loses his health
	 Job, who was once pleasing to God and fruitful, feels as discarded as common garbage

What Does God Want Job/Us To Learn?
	 First, to review our theology …
	 	 The righteous/blessing/suffering (1 Pet 4:19)
	 	 The way God deals with men (Jn 9; Ps 103:10)
	 Second, to review our values …
		  Fellowship with God is more important than understanding our circumstances
	 	 Knowing “Why?” has never healed anyone
	 	 Knowing “Who” is more important than “Why?”
	 To trust God and embrace unmerited suffering rather than seeking to escape it
	 The next time I undergo unmerited suffering I might ask …
		  “What can I get out of this?”
		  … not “How can I get out of this?”

application: Why should the righteous embrace suffering?
Because it glorifies God’s name and grows God’s saint

How Does It Do That?
	 Glorifies His Name

		  Reveals our voluntary worship as God’s 
		  surrendered servant

	 	 Demonstrates our motivation of love for God, 
		  not compensation

	 	 Silences Satan’s false accusations

	 	 Affirms and vindicates God’s wisdom and ways

Grows His Saint

	 Refines our character as fire refines and purifies 
	 precious metal

	 Deepens our under-standing of God’s character

	 Strengthens us – turns a saint into a soldier

	 Allows us to trust/rest in God’s benevolent wisdom

VIDEO + HANDOUTS ON CCBC WEBSITE: ccbcfamily.org/sermon/old-testament-survey
VIDEO (no handouts) ON YOUTUBE (private link; page is not searchable):

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGhFjfAlhYpqC2XYXZJXiwut_8g7P3qhF

FOR NEXT TIME: _____________________________	 ©2022 by Dr. John W. Egner unless otherwise indicated. All rights reserved.
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“Job And His Family” by James Tissot
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“Job Hears Bad Tidings” by James Tissot
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“Job” by Sir William Orpin
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“Job” by Leon Joseph Florentin Bonnat

“Job Lying In A Heap Of Refuse” by James Tissot
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The boxed applicationss here are from The boxed applicationss here are from The Life Application Study BibleThe Life Application Study Bible, ©2007 Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., ©2007 Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.

A Jewish legend states that “Job was stricken by Satan with fifty plagues,” 
and another that says his suffering endured for a year. Others make Job 
the all-time sufferer of humanity. However, from Job’s symptoms, one of 
several known diseases could have been the culprit Satan used to cause 
terrible pain and suffering. The chart here lists the symptoms that the text 
of Job indicated he had. 
   The angelic adversary actively struck Job with a physical disease 
identified as shechin (v. 7). This term means a boil or eruption, and occurs 
in other Semitic languages, such as Akkadian, Assyrian, Ugaritic and 
Aramaic, denoting “heat, fever, inflammation and the like.” It stems from 
the verb “to be inflamed.” The writer states that Satan smote Job with 
sore boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head (v. 7). The 
Hebrew word for “sore” is ra’ meaning “bad, noxious, hideous” (Deut 
28:7; 2 Chron 21:6; Eccl 6:1). The Septuagint translator chose the term 
elkos, which is used in the NT of an ulcer (Lk 16:20; Rev 16:2). In the OT 
the term is applied to skin diseases.
   Numerous theories have been advanced concerning Job’s disease: 
leprosy, elephantiasis, acute dermatitis, oriental sore, Egyptian boil, 
smallpox, pemphigus foliaceus, ecthyma, erythema and multiple disease. 
Zuck for one favors pemphigus foliaceus, an autoimmune blistering 
disease of the skin and mucous membranes with characteristic lesions 
that are scaly, and crusted erosions (Job, 19). The “Egyptian boil” is taken 
from a reference to “the boils of Egypt” in Deuteronomy 28:27. Later, 
the same words as in Job 2:7 are used in Deuteronomy 28:35 to describe 
the suffering that would come to Israel because of disobedience: “The 
LORD will strike you on the knees and legs with sore boils, from which you 
cannot be healed, from the sole of your foot to the crown of your head.”
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